
**University of Virginia Application Short Answer Sample** 

1. **Discuss a time when you faced a challenge. What did you learn from 

this experience?** 

 During my sophomore year, I struggled with a difficult chemistry course. 

I found myself overwhelmed, but I learned the importance of seeking help. 

I reached out to my teacher and joined a study group, which not only 

improved my grades but also taught me resilience and the value of 

collaboration. 

2. **What is your favorite book or author, and why?** 

 My favorite book is "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee. I admire its 

exploration of moral complexity and social justice. The character of 

Atticus Finch has inspired me to stand up for what is right, regardless 

of popular opinion, and has influenced my desire to pursue a career in 

law. 

3. **Describe an interaction or experience that sparked your curiosity 

about a topic.** 

 Attending a local science fair as a child ignited my curiosity about 

environmental science. I was captivated by a project on renewable energy 

and began researching sustainable practices, inspiring me to volunteer 

with a local organization focused on conservation efforts. 

4. **If you could spend a day with any historical figure, who would it be 

and why?** 

 I would choose to spend a day with Nelson Mandela. His unwavering 

commitment to justice and equality, despite facing enormous adversity, is 

nothing short of inspiring. I would love to learn about his experiences 

and gain insight into how to effect change in a meaningful way. 


